4$2                       THE PHYSICAL BASIS  OF MIND.
this was a law of nature; lie had no reasons to give why it
should be so; but such had been the admitted fact for many
years, and from it he would not swerve. He was not fond of
newfangled notions, which, after all, would only lead us back
to the exploded errors of the past. To accept the statement
that gold was to be found elsewhere than in Mexico and
Peru, would be to return to the opinion of the ancients, who
thought there was gold in the upper regions of Tartary!
Sensation is not tangible, assayable, like gold. We can
understand, therefore, that the very men who would make
merry with the aimiminium, would accept easily such a
phrase as " reflex action." The decapitated animal defends
itself against injury, gets out of the way of annoyances, cleans
itself, performs many of its ordinary actions, but is said to do
these things without that Sensibility which, if its head were
on, would guide them. Even before the Beflex Theory was
invented this line of argument was used. Gall, referring to
the experiments of Sue, previously noticed, says that " Sue
confounds the effects of Irritability with those of Sensibility." *
Not gold, dear sir, but aw-uminium !
44. On investigating the phenomena we soon come upon
two classes which must cause hesitation. We find that the
brain has its reflex processes, of the same order as those of
the cord; we find that these processes may be conscious or
unconscious, voluntary or involuntary; so that we can no
longer separate brain from cord on the ground of Beflexion.
In tins respect, at least, the two are mechanisms with similar
powers. Turning now to the other class of phenomena, we
find that precisely as the brain is an organ of Beflexion, the
cord is an organ of Sensation. All the evidence we can have,
from which to infer the presence of sensation, is furnished by
the sensorial processes in the cord. Bemove the brain, and
the animal still manifests Sensibility, and this in degrees of
energy and complexity proportional to the mechanisms still
intact: some of these manifestations have the character of
volitional actions, some of automatic actions, some of Memory,
Judgment, and selective Adaptation. These we observe not
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